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We need to build a bridge 
between Animal Welfare and 

Emergency Services





Which one of these people is a 
Chief?







Which vehicle is a Fire ENGINE?







What is the better vehicle to 
evacuate animals behind the 

fire lines?







Who would you rather take 
advice from concerning fire 

information?







If the Safety Officer required 
you to be escorted while behind 
the fire lines, which Firefighter 
would you rather be guided by?







“Emergency Services” must accept 
you before you can become 

successful



Firefighters vs Law Enforcement

• Irish: Law Enforcement, Italians: 
Firefighters

• LE: Conservative, FFs: Liberal

• LE: work alone, FFs: work in groups

• LE: Donuts, FFs: Ice Cream

• What do Firefighters and Police Officers 
have in common?



Politically Correct…
• Policeman, Police Officer

• Fireman, Firefighter



When talking to the Fire Department, 
don’t use the “we must save the cute 
cuddly animal argument”.  Say, “It will 
save human lives”.  Be a practical stoic 
that is interested in saving life and 
property – and it will make their job 
easier!

24



Is there somebody already doing this in 
your community?



Get a GOVERNMENT Sponsor

• Why: Credentializing, Insurance, and 
Funding

• Animal Control

• Search and Rescue (Sheriff’s Office)

• Volunteer Fire Department



Office of Emergency Services

• Disaster Service Worker

• Workers Comp Insurance

• Possibility of funding or reimbursement

• ID Badge, Credentializing



What Type of Emergencies do 
You Have in Your Area?



Hurricanes & Tornadoes

Floods

Wild Fires

Earthquakes



Individual Emergencies or Large Disasters?



Mission Statement

Working with emergency services to 
educate the public about disaster 
preparedness, and assist in sheltering and 
evacuation of animals during a disaster.



“Rescue” vs “Evacuation”





Know Your Limitations

• Everybody has strengths and weaknesses







Training



NFPA Training Levels

• Awareness

• Operational

• Technician

• Specialist











Ultimate Goal:
Train with Emergency Services

L.A. Disaster Fair, L.A., CA











Radios

• Learn to talk “clear text”

• Buy the same radios that 
emergency services uses in your 
area

• Request a frequency from the FCC



Community Outreach

• Tables and Skirts

• Brochures

• Storyboards



Advisory Committee

• Butte County Sheriff’s Office:  Lt Cooley

• Butte County Animal Control:  Craig Erickson

• Butte County Search and Rescue:  Mike Larish

• Cal-Fire:  Russ Fowler

• City of Chico Fire Department :  Steve Simpson

• Office of Emergency Services:  John Gulserian

• Red Cross:  Tiffany Lecross





Where can you get ICS Training?

• Home Study Courses 

– FEMA EMI

• Emergency Services Office

• Local Fire Department



Credentializing 

• “Red Card”

• “Q” Card





• Animal Emergency Response Job Title 7: Animal Shelter Manager

• Job Title: Animal Shelter Manager
• ROSS Assignment #: AR07 (proposed)
• Description: Manages temporary animal shelter
• Credentials: Not specified
• Education: Not specified
• Training: ICS 100, IS 200, IS 700
• Experience: Has functional skills applicable to the day to day care of 

animals Has functional skills applicable to animal shelter management
• Physical/ Medical Fitness: Able to perform under conditions of 

moderate stress
• Certification: Works in related field (government, academia, private 

sector)
• Licensing: Not specified
• Prerequisite: Has proven organizational and management skills

Animal Emergency Response Positions Credentials



Incident Briefings

• General Briefing 0700

• Cooperator’s Meeting 1000

• Agency Representative should contact 
Liaison Officer



BEFORE Entering Evacuation Area

• Attend Break-out Sessions

• Contact Division Group Supervisor 



Uniforms

• You want to look like “them” so that 
you fit in…









Yellow PPEs



Don’t Buy Orange Nomex!



What else would make fit in and 
you look like a Firefighter?



Mustache



Credentials



Make your Vehicle 
Professional Looking



Label Vehicle









Use Shoe Polish to add your Radio 
Designator to your Windshield



(Legal) Lights 







Radio Antenna(s)



Paint Your Vehicle Red!



Firefighter License Plates
“Instant Credibility”







Firefighter “Types”

• Hotshot Crew

• Volunteer 

• Paid/Professional/Full-time

• Seasonal

• Forestry

• County vs City



Types of Apparatus











Helmet Colors - Rank
• Firefighter: Yellow or Black

• Captain: Red

• Chief: White



Non-Firefighter

• Green/Blue: CERT

• Orange: Convict Crews



Collar Rank Insignias

• Firefighter: nothing

• Lieutenant: 1 Silver Bugle

• Captain: 2 Silver Bugles

• Chief: Gold Crossed Bugles





9/12/10

0930 hr

Oil

Mold

2 dogs 

3 cats

1 snake

ASAR 1











Train Together

• Prepare for Wildland Fire Season

• Multi-Agency Urban-Interface Drill
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