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Top Respected Professionals 

• Leadership

• Veterinarians 

• Medical doctors

• Firefighters

• Nurses 

Community disaster 
response 
planning and mitigation 



August 2005 August 2016

LSU- School of Veterinary Medicine
Disaster Communications Center

Hurricane Katrina  Historic Flood of 2016

Hurricane Katrina Historic Flood of 2016



The Louisiana Experience
2001 – T.S. Allison

2004 – Hurricane Ivan

2005 – Hurricanes Katrina & Rita

2008 – Hurricanes Gustav & Ike

2009 – Tropical storms and floods

2010 – Gulf Oil Spill

2011 – Mississippi River Rising

2012 – Hurricane Isaac

2014 – Infectious Disease Preparedness (Ebola scare)

2015 – Red River Flooding

2016 – Historic Flood of 2016

2017 – H. Harvey/Nate 



70% of the population own at least 1 pet
‘Saving animal lives saves human lives’



Role of the University
1. Teaching

• Courses in the curriculum
• Veterinary
• Animal/Agriculture Sciences
• Veterinary Technician

• CE Courses
• Veterinary
• First Responder

• Written & electronic materials 
• Textbooks
• Websites/Webinars/Podcasts
• Social Media
• Pamphlets/Hand-outs/Fact sheets

2. Service 
• Facilitation & Coordination

• Community Response Planning
• Response 
• Communications
• Veterinary Schools

• Hospital & Ambulatory Services
• Field Hospital
• Assessment teams
• ASAR (?)

3. Research
• Experiential  Retrospective
• Experiential  Prospective
• Controlled clinical trials
• Parallel human disaster 

medicine/management research



Our Training 
And Response
Team

One Medicine
One Health



Enthusiastic & interested

Hard working & smart

Available

Flexible

Responsible & honest

Credentialed
• ICS & NIMS
• Technical capabilities
• Trainable
• Need the experience!

Veterinary Students



Developed Courses in Disaster Risk Mitigation
Electives 

Core Competencies
• ICS/NIMS

• Assessments

• Animal Handling, Evacuation, Sheltering 

• Working with Human First Responders

• Basic First Aid/Animal Triage

• Biosecurity/Safety

• Large Animal Technical 

Emergency Rescue

• Slack Water Rescue

• Technical Ropes



Safety, Biosecurity, and Haz Mat Training



Response Teams
• Staff
• Faculty 
• Students 

Veterinary

Undergraduate
Veterinary technician students



Certified Responder Training Gulf Oil Spill - 2010

Hurricane Isaac Aftermath - 2012

TLAER Training 2008



Public Education



Public Education 
& Facilitation

Homeland Security Exercise and Evaluation Program (HSEEP)

https://www.emacweb.org/index.php/animal-health-emergency



Research



Service

Veterinary Expertise Veterinary Expertise

Veterinary Expertise ?



Response – Experiential Learning

• Response teams
• Evacuation

• Sheltering

• Field ops
• Assessment

• Field first aid (triage)

• Rescue/extrication

• Field Hospital  

• ASAR



Road Blocks to Progress

• Student/staff safety with response 
and training

• Liability during response and 
training

• Personal injury
• Property damage

• Funding

• Lack of time made for disaster 
planning 

• PPE (People, Politics, Egos)



Recommendations
Collaboration, Communication, Cooperation

• Other university like-minded individuals and 
groups

• Community Groups
• Cattlemens

• VMA’s 

• Community Response Orgs (VOAD, etc.)

• Gov’t orgs and non-Gov’t orgs
• Local

• State

• National humane groups – NARSC

• USDA/APHIS/FEMA




